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EFFORTS TO GET WORK THOUGH THE “ON-SI TE” PROGRAM I N 1992 / 93 —
-  SUMVARY

This took place from about m d-1992 onwards after | had conpleted a 6-nonth painting and
decorating contract at the NND.MC. (National Defence Medical Medical Centre) in Otawa,
on Alta Vista Drive. It is no longer in use as a hospital at the tinme of witing this
(May 2011)

The “ON-SI TE" programwas funded by the federal governnment up until January 1% 2007, but
managed by Energy Pathways Inc. in Otawa. Since January 1%' 2007, when the federal
government transferred responsibility for workforce adjustrment and re-training to the
provinces, in Ontario it has been known as the Ontario Job Creation Partnerships program

Several people attenpted to assist me with accessing this program In particular they
intervened with then-federal Mnister for Imrgration and Enpl oyment Bernard Val court.
The people who tried to assist me were: -

Beryl Gaffney — then MP. for Nepean

David Pratt — then a Councillor for the City of Nepean. He is known to my wife's famly
and wote backup letters to Mnister Val court and others on several occasions. Since

t hen, anong ot her things, he has been Mnister of National Defence under the Liberal
government of Prinme Mnister Paul Martin which preceded the Conservative governnent of
Prime M nister Stephen Harper.

Al an Koury — then M P. for Hochel aga- Mai sonneuve in Mntreal, Quebec where | was part-
owner at the tine of a small rental property.

Despite my own efforts and the efforts on ny behal f of the above-named people, who from
ny standpoi nt al ways took exactly the right actions at the right tine (with one very

seri ous exception, noted bel ow),

(a) wongful dismssal fromSNC in 1982 |leading to the chain of events described bel ow

(b) a series of blunders at federal governnent |evel conbined with the absol ute refusal
of Bernard Val court to correct the situation — not only because he refused to admt the
dysfunctionality of the usual eligibility rules, but also because he refused to

acknow edge previous instances of my being prevented from accessing the program due to
“insufficient insurable weeks of enployment” caused by ny wongful dismissal from SNC in
1982 after only 15 weeks of enploynent following ny immgration fromthe U K to work for
t hem

Wth regard to Beryl Gaffney, | found her final response to the bureaucratic bungling by
Benard Val court to be not only disappointing but totally inappropriate, as noted bel ow

For whatever reason, she allowed protocol (commonly known as “political correctness”) to
get in the way of raising questions — that | considered necessary and unavoi dable - with
the Mnister, in private or in public. This raises questions of who or what was dictating

that she not ask the questions. Somet hi ng was seriously wong with a system
that caused Beryl Gaffney to say this — quote: -

“To be honest with you, | felt all were out of line for
me as a Menber of Parlianment to ask anot her.”




M. Alan Koury, MP., 6 Lansfield Vay,

Room 255, Nepean, ONTARI O
Vel | i ngton Buil di ng, K2G 3V8.

Qtawa,

CONTAR O K1A QA6. Tel (613)225-1931
FAX 992- 7871.

April 28th, 1993.

Dear M. Koury,
"ON-SI TE'/ Energy Pathways Inc.

As discussed with you on the tel ephone at 12:00 noon
yesterday, | attach a brief docunented report on what has
transpi red.

| need i mredi ate agreenment to rel ease of funds to per-
mt nme to join the "ONSITE' programme for the nornal 20
weeks. The "ONSITE' programme is run jointly by CEI.C
and Energy Pathways Inc. and | amone of five people on
Energy Pathways Inc. s list for Qtawa.

The objectives in ny trying to join "ONSITE' are: -

(a) To get back to work as an engi neer.
(b) To get into the environnental field, which is expan-
ding rapidly.

My Ul. benefits expire on May 15th, after which I wll
will be "ineligible" for "ON-SI TE' under the usual rul es.
Therefore, the matter is very urgent. M/ S.I.N is - -

If - as was apparent during our conversation - you
can get this straightened out when you see the Mnister this
afternoon, | should be nost grateful.

gincerely,

YOUreE ¥ )
-'1| - 5 j
LT Chsbbe—

r
S

RCBERT T. CH SHOAMB. <. Hons. (Eng.), C Eng. (U K),
MI.Mch.E (UK), Jr. Eng.(Quebec).
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REPCRT FCR ALLAN KOURY, M P.

SUBJECT: RCBERT T. CH SHOLM B. Sc. Hons. (Eng.)
AND “ON-SI TE'

Date: April 28th, 1993.

Initial discussions in Decenber 1992 with CE1.C
i ndi cated positions avail abl e t hroughout the year.

Oly people receiving U I.
SI TE' programe.

benefits can join the "O\

Eligible for U1l. benefits soon after July 10th, 1992,
followi ng conpletion of a 6-nonth insurabl e enpl oynent
contract, painting and decorating, at ND MC - and hence
eligible for "ONSI TE".

However, informed by CE |1.C that there were then
"no nore pl aces".

Efforts prior to July 10th, 1992, to secure place on
"ON-SITE', to conmmrence on July Ilth or a.s.a.p.after
that, not successful because of regulations of which no
prior notice or warning. Four letters avail abl e
docunenting this.

Letter from Beryl
27th, to Mnister
could be done to rectify the above situation.

Smlar letter sent by Councillor David Pratt.

Gaffney, MP. for Nepean, dated July
Bernard Val court enquired as to what
FI G 1.

TG 7]

Beryl Gaffney's letter acknow edged by Mnister's office
on August 14th, 1992.

Due to inaction,
venber 6th, 1992. FIG 4

Simlar remnder sent by Councillor David Pratt on
Novenber 10t h, 1992. @

rem nder sent by Beryl Gaffney on No-

In aletter to ne dated January 14th, 1993, Beryl Gaffney
MP. detailed the reply fromMnister Bernard Val court,

which was totally unsatisfactory.

Councillor David Pratt also received a reply from

M ni ster Bernard Val court, but dated March 4 th, 1993.
Totally unsatisfactory, for the sane reasons, and in
addition claimed Councillor David Pratt 's first letter not
received by the Mnister's office. FIG7

Problens referred to in _'FI’CTQ and never menti oned
previously by CE1.C or ergy Pathways Inc. or in
“ON-SITE' information package which | have had since




January 1990. Therefore sought clarification by neans
of letter to Energy Pathways Inc. dated March 1st, 1993.
This was copied to ny |ocal CEC, anong other peopl e.
ubseguently - on March 18th, 1993 - received up-to-
date i nformation package from Energy Pat hways Inc. Ext-
racts attached, FIG 9.|Again, no nmention of restrictions
referredtoin||— G o] or Qovi ously om ssion of ref-
erence to any such restrictions in this info package is
aCEI.C responsibility.

11. During tel ephone conversation wth A an Sutherl and
of BEnergy Pathways Inc. on March 29th, 1993, i nforned
as follows: -

11.1. Funding year for "ON -9 TE' recently sw tched from
Jan 1st/Dec 31st to April 1st/NMNarch 31st, WTH NO
FUNDI NG ALLGCATED FOR PER (D GF JAN 1ST, 1993/ APR L
15T 1993, "CGONVEN ENTLY' GO NO DENT WTH MY O
ATTEMPT TOJAON"ONSITE'. NO PREMV OUS REFERENCE
TO TH S FROM A\NY SOURCE

11.2 Funds still not allocated to "ONS TE' for fiscal
year April 1st, 1993/ March 31st, 1994, but expected
"soon". (As at tine of witing - April 28th, 1993 -
funds still not allocated, so far as | know).

11.3 Oce in "ONS TE' programme, U l. benefit periodis
extended by up to 12 weeks beyond the usual cut-off date
- but nornmal "ONS TE' pl acenent period is 20 weeks.

12. Reguire inmedi ate agreenent to rel ease funds for
"ON-SITE" in respect of M. Chisholm for the nornal
period of 20 weeks.

RCBERT T. CH SHOLM B. Sc. Hons. (Eng.), C Eng. (U K),
r. Eng. (Quebec).

END OG- REPCRT FOR ALLAN KOURY

Q her devel opnents — see bel ow

Note that the report above was an abri dged version
of actual events, conpiled specifically for Alan
Koury to use when seeing Mnister for Enpl oynent and
Immgration Bernard Val court in the afternoon of
April 28'h 1993.

13. Between itens 8 and 9 above, on February 4'" 1993



had witten again to Beryl GGaffney|because of the
unsati sfactory reply fromBernard Val court noted in
item8. | detailed a host of problens caused to ne
over the years by msinfornati on and sheer
inefficiency on the part of C E |.C which was bei ng
constantly aggravated by the “lack of insurable
weeks of enpl oynent” problemresulting from
dismssal by SNC after only 15 weeks. 1| incl uded
four questions for her to put to Bernard Val court.

14. In her reply to ne dated March 9th 1993, |Beryl
Gaf f ney acknow edged the frustrations at ny end and
that I was doing everything possible to find work,
and ny four questions. But then she said - quote: -

“There were really four major questions in your February 4th letter
that you wanted ne to ask of the Mnister. To be honest with you, |
felt all were out of line for me as a Menber of Parliament to ask
anot her . ”

Then she says — quote: -

“Try not to be too discouraged with your |ack of
enpl oynent . RSN

- having achi eved NOTH NG effective at all to renove the
obvi ous stunbling bl ocks,







